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is born from disagreement and discussion. We
have, then, to organise our State in such fashion
as best permits its emergence.
We may, of course, urge as De Maistre would
doubtless have argued, that the best of worlds is
a static world and that the love of progress is an
illusion. That may be true, but the world, after
all, is not static, and it is with the given conditions
that we must cope. And even De Maistre may be
said to have admitted progress when he remarked
that every attack on Catholicism has only strength-
ened it. Development is so certainly the funda-
mental law of our being that it is therein we must,
however difficult be the conception, find our truest
identity. And that is to say that we must lay
down no immutability of political form. Since
each of us lives differently our hopes and thoughts
must be different. That, logically, is the negation
of the extreme claims of Catholicism. It means
that the Pope will not possess the sovereignty of
the world, since there are people who do not agree
with Tirm. It means that he will be compelled to
continuous readjustment not less from within than
-from without. It was not without reason that
Sextus IV and Alexander VI were followed by
men like Caraffa and Gregory XIII; that to
Pius IX the liberalism of his successor would have
been anathema it is difficult indeed to deny. But
facts such as these prove the futility of a sover-
eignty that alone would have satisfied De Maistre.
It is not as a political theorist that he will live